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Pad Applicators & Refills
Description: Minwax® Pad Applicators provide a shed-resistant 
application with a smooth & even finish for all stain projects.
Recommended Uses: Windowsills, doors, woodwork, floors, furniture

Pad Applicators & Refills
Product SKU Casepack

5” Lambskin Handheld Stain Pad 423546000 6

10” Lambskin Stain Pad 427106100 6

10” Lambskin Stain Pad Refill 427130100 6

10” Synthetic Stain Pad 427210100 6

10” Synthetic Stain Pad Refill 427210200 6

Stain Mitt 427912010 6

Can a stain pad be reused?
When properly cared for, Minwax Stain Pads can be used for 
multiple projects. To extend the life of these stain pads, clean 
immediately after use. 

For oil-based coatings, clean with solvent recommended on the 
label of the product used. For water-based coatings, wash in 
warm, soapy water. Allow to air dry. 

Why use a Stain Pad?
Minwax Stain Pads allow for a uniform, even application of stains, 
urethanes, varnishes, sealers, and floor waxes. These pads hold 
stain without runs, providing better control and finish. Minwax 
Stain Pads are also shed-resistant, to help provide a flawless, 
professional look to any stain project. 

What is the difference between a lambskin and 
a synthetic stain pad?
Lambskin stain pads are a standard in the industry, and are 
recommended for use with oil-based stains and clear coats. 
Minwax Synthetic Stain Pads are specially formulated for smooth 
and easy application of water-based stains and clears.

IMPORTANT PRODUCT INFORMATION
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What surfaces is Helmsman Teak Oil recommended for?
Helmsman Teak Oil is great for indoor and outdoor furniture 
made from hardwoods and on marine wood surfaces above the 
waterline.

Can I apply Helmsman Teak Oil to wood floors or outdoor decks?
No. Helmsman Teak Oil is not recommended for wood floors 
or outdoor decks. Helmsman Teak Oil protects dense woods 
from moisture and UV rays by penetrating into the wood pores. 
Helmsman Teak Oil is not recommended for use on floors. For 
hardwood floors, we recommend products such as Minwax®  
Fast-Drying Polyurethane. For outdoor decks try Thompson’s® 
WaterSeal®.

Does Helmsman Teak Oil contain UV inhibitors?
Yes, Helmsman Teak Oil does contain UV protection to delay 
the sun from graying the wood over time.

Should Helmsman Teak Oil be applied repeatedly?
Yes. Helmsman Teak Oil should be reapplied whenever the 
wood appears to be dry or worn out in order to restore the 
effectiveness of the finish.

Description: Helmsman® Teak Oil protects dense woods and enhances wood 
grain by penetrating into wood pores, restoring the wood’s natural warmth 
and richness.
Recommended Uses: Outdoor and indoor wood furniture and wood 
surfaces above the water line
Application Tool: Cloth or brush
Dry Time: 6-8 hours
Clean Up: Mineral spirits or paint thinner according to manufacturer’s safety 
recommendations
Coverage: 125-150 sq. ft. per quart
Coats: 1-2

Helmsman Teak Oil

Product Size SKU Casepack

Helmsman Teak Oil Quart 671004444 4

Teak Oil

IMPORTANT PRODUCT INFORMATION

Tung Oil Finish

Product Size SKU Casepack

Tung Oil Quart 67500000 6

Tung Oil Pint 47500000 6

Description: Minwax Tung Oil Finish creates a remarkably durable, 
hand-rubbed luster in minutes.
Recommended Uses: Furniture, antiques, woodwork, cabinets, doors, 
paneling, accessories
Application Tool: Cloth or brush
Recoat: After 24 hours
Dry Time: 5-10 minutes prior to buffing

Clean Up: Mineral spirits or paint thinner 
following manufacturer’s safety instructions
Coverage: 125-150 sq. ft. per quart
Coats: 2 or 3

Description: Minwax® Paste Finishing Wax protects and adds 
hand-rubbed luster to any finished wood surface.
Recommended Uses: furniture, antiques, woodwork, cabinets, doors, 
paneling, accessories
Application Tool: Cloth 
Dry Time: 10-15 minutes prior to buffing
Clean Up: Mineral spirits or paint thinner following manufacturer’s 
safety instructions
Coats: 1 over a previous finish; 2 over raw wood

Paste Finishing Wax

Product Size SKU Casepack

Natural 1 lb 785004444 4

Special Dark 1 lb 786004444 4

Paste Finishing Wax

Tung Oil Finish
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Antique Oil Refresher

Product Size SKU Casepack

Antique Furniture Refresher Quart 67300000 6

Description: Minwax Antique Furniture Refinisher removes old finishes, 
including shellac, lacquer and some early forms of varnish.
Recommended Uses: Furniture, antiques, woodwork, cabinets, doors, 
paneling, accessories

Antique Furniture Refinisher

Application Tool: Steel wool
Clean Up: Mineral spirits or paint thinner, following manufacturer's 
safety instructions
Removal: medium steel wool or synthetic stripping pad and rags
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Design Series Color Wash
Description: Minwax® Color Wash is a water-based, transparent layering 
stain that adds a touch of age and character to bare and already-
stained wood. Layer over any oil- or water-based stain for extra depth 
and interest. Ideal for small projects, furniture, cabinets, doors and trim.
Recommended Uses: Ideal for small projects, furniture, cabinets, doors 
and trim

Water-Based Wood Stain

Color Size SKU Casepack

White Wash Quart 618604444 4

Barnwood Brown Quart 401140000 4

Weathered Gray Quart 400140000 4

What is a color wash?
It is a Water-Based Wood Stain that adds a subtle shade 
of color to wood while allowing the natural grain to show 
through. Unlike the other Water-Based products: Clear and 
White Tint Bases, the color washes do not require tinting 
and is ready to use right out of the can. Minwax Design 
Series Color wash can be applied over oil, such a Minwax 
Wood Finish™ stain or Minwax water-based stain.

How long should Minwax Water-Based Wood Stain be 
left on wood?
Water-based stains dries very quickly. It should be allowed 
to penetrate no more than two minutes before wiping away 
the excess.

Should Minwax Design Series Color Wash be used on floors?
No. Water-based stains dry very quickly, making them difficult 
to apply evenly over large surfaces. For very large areas such 
as floors, we recommend an oil-based product such as Minwax 
Wood Finish stain.

Which Clear Protective Finish should be used over Minwax 
Design Series Color Wash?
We recommend Minwax Polycrylic® Protective Finish for a 
crystal-clear finish that will not alter the appearance of the 
stain color. For a warmer, slightly amber finish over wood 
tones, Minwax Water-Based Oil-Modified Polyurethane is 
recommended.

IMPORTANT PRODUCT INFORMATION

Application Tool: Synthetic foam, foam brush, or rag
Recoat: 1 hour
Topcoat: 1 hour
Dry Time: 1 hour
Clean Up: Soap and water

Coverage: 100 sq. ft. per quart
Coats: One-coat color. To intensify color, a second 
coat may be added.
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Description: Minwax® Water-Based Wood Effects works with wood’s 
tannins to produce a naturally aged look in minutes. Every piece of wood 
reacts differently, so every project is unique. Ideal for unfinished wood 
furniture, cabinets, doors, trim and molding.
Recommended Uses: Ideal for unfinished wood furniture, cabinets, doors, 
trim and molding
Application Tool: Synthetic or foam brush
Dry Time: 1 hour
Recoat: 1 hour
Topcoat: 1 hour
Clean Up: Soap and water
Coverage: 150 sq. ft per quart
Coats: One-coat color. To intensify color, a second coat may be added.

Wood Effects

Product Size SKU Casepack

Weathered Gray Quart 402140000 4

Charred Quart 404140000 4

Design Series Wood Effects

Does Minwax Design Series Wood Effects require a topcoat?
For a rustic & aged look that will continue to patina with time, 
a topcoat is not required. If you prefer increased durability 
and protection while maintaining the rustic and aged look, we 
recommend Minwax Polycrylic® Protective Finish.

Should Minwax Design Series Wood Effects be used on floors?
No. Water-based stains dry very quickly, making them difficult 
to apply evenly over large surfaces. For very large areas such 
as floors, we recommend an oil-based product such as Minwax 
Wood Finish™ stain.

What is Minwax Design Series Wood Effects?
It is a Water-Based Wood Stain that accelerates the look of aged 
wood in minutes. Unlike the other Water-Based products: Clear 
and White Tint Bases, the wood effects stains do not require 
tinting and is ready to use right out of the can. This stain works 
best with bare or stripped wood by reacting with the wood 
tannins, creating unique looks every time. As the stain dries, the 
effect develops.

How do I apply Minwax Design Series Wood Effects?
For best results, we recommend using a foam brush applicator. 
Apply product in direction of the wood grain and let it dry.  
Unlike other stains, there is no need to wipe away excess  
Wood Effects stain.

IMPORTANT PRODUCT INFORMATION
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Minwax® Clear Protective Finishes

Issue:
Clear protective finish is drying very 
slowly and is tacky (oil based).

Solution:
Low temperature, high humidity, poor ventilation and over application will slow 
the drying process. Increasing temperature, lowering humidity and improving 
ventilation will help to speed the drying process. In situations where the product 
was over-applied, dry times will take longer. Multiple thin coats dry faster than 
fewer heavy coats.

Solution:
Minwax High Performance Wood Filler is a two-part wood filler for filling gouges, 
holes and damaged areas in wood. While it can be painted, it does not accept stain 
well. For repairs that require an exact stain match, use Minwax Stainable Wood 
Filler.

Solution:
When applying Minwax Stainable Wood Filler, be precise, as it is a latex formula 
for wood. Do not overfill or spread past the affected area. This will fill the grain and 
may cause a “halo” effect after staining. In situations where there are light spots, 
resand the affected area and reapply the stain to label directions. Minwax Stainable 
Wood Filler is an excellent choice for disguising defects in the wood, although 
depending on the size of the affected area, it may be visible to the eye.

Solution:
When applying a clear finish, overworking the product or trying to smooth it 
out after it becomes tacky can cause bubbles or leave brush marks. Instead, 
let product dry to label directions, resand and apply another coat without 
overworking. It is also very important to use the recommended brush for 
application. A china bristle brush should be used for all oil-based product 
applications and a synthetic brush should be used for all water-based product 
applications. Never shake a clear finish because it will cause bubbles; instead stir 
thoroughly.

Solution:
Minwax Helmsman Spar Urethane and Water-Based Helmsman Spar Urethane are 
clear protective finishes for interior or exterior wood that is exposed to sunlight, 
water or temperature change. Early wear is usually a sign of not applying the 
appropriate number of coats. Minwax Helmsman Spar Urethane requires 2- 3 
coats and Water-Based Helmsman Spar Urethane requires 3-4 coats. The finish 
should be evaluated on an annual basis. Wood that is exposed to more severe 
weather will require more frequent recoating.

For early wear signs such as peeling, chipping or cracking, sand, remove dust and 
apply another coat of Minwax Helmsman Spar Urethane or Minwax Water-Based 
Helmsman Spar Urethane according to label directions.

If the coating is severely weathered, it should be completely stripped. Clean and 
let the wood dry thoroughly. Apply Helmsman Spar Urethane according to label 
directions. For best performance, apply Helmsman on all sides, including the 
top and bottom of any project.

Issue:
Minwax High Performance Wood Filler is 
not accepting stain.

Issue:
Helmsman was applied last year or several 
months ago and it has already begun to 
peel, chip or crack.

Issue:
Stainable Wood Filler is not accepting 
stain or has a “halo” appearance.

Issue:
Bubbles or brush marks in the finish coat.

Minwax High Performance Wood Filler

Minwax Helmsman® Spar Urethane

Minwax Stainable Wood Filler

Minwax Clear Protective Finishes

Solution:
Much of the wood used today for projects is “soft” wood, such as pine or spruce. 
But even some hardwoods like alder or aspen are porous and tend to stain 
unevenly. To help ensure even stain color penetration, it is essential to pre-treat 
soft or porous woods with Minwax Pre-Stain Wood Conditioner. If the color is 
blotchy and uneven, sand to bare wood, remove dust and apply Minwax Pre-Stain 
Wood Conditioner according to label directions. Proceed with stain application 
after 15 minutes, but no more than 2 hours.

Solution:
Water-based stains react differently to wood than do oil-based stains. When using 
Minwax Water-Based Wood Stains, always use Minwax Water-Based Pre-Stain 
Wood Conditioner before staining to help promote even stain penetration and 
reduce the effect of grain raising. If the color is blotchy and uneven, or the surface 
is rough to the touch, sand to bare wood, remove dust and apply Minwax Water-
Based Pre-Stain Wood Conditioner according to label directions. After 15-30 
minutes, lightly sand the surface with fine-grade sandpaper, remove all sanding 
dust, then proceed with stain application.

Solution:
Bleed back occurs when excess stain seeps from the grain or spaces between
boards. The most common cause is excessive stain application. Excessive heat 
during application, knots and areas that contain a higher amount of sap can 
also cause bleed back. Wipe off excess stain and let it dry thoroughly. Repeat if 
necessary. If a clear finish has been applied over bleed back, a complete resand is 
required.

Solution:
In satin, semi-gloss, and matte, the flattening agent, a very fine silica, is heavier 
than other components and tends to settle to the bottom of the can. If not evenly 
distributed, sheen will be duller where it is concentrated and shinier where there is 
little. The product from the top of the can will dry glossy because it has little or no 
flattening agent suspended in it, and product from the bottom of the can will look 
very cloudy because of a heavy concentration of flattener. Stirring well before and 
during application will ensure a uniform finish. A resand and topcoat will correct 
the sheen variation.

Solution:
Flashing, haziness or cloudiness is usually a sign of trapped moisture behind 
the finish coat. The most common causes of this type of situation are from not 
removing unabsorbed stain (wiping off the excess) or from the stain not being dry 
before applying the clear finish. This can eventually lead to the finish coat peeling 
away from the surface. If the finish coat appears hazy or cloudy, resand entire area, 
remove dust and reapply the clear finish to label directions.

Issue:
Minwax Wood Finish™ appears blotchy 
and uneven.

Issue:
Minwax Water-Based Wood Stain appears 
blotchy and uneven, or surface is rough 
to touch.

Issue:
Bleed back after applying Minwax 
Wood Finish.

Issue:
Uneven sheen over the surface 
of the project.

Issue:
Flashing, haziness or cloudiness in 
the clear finish.

Minwax® Pre-Stain Wood Conditioner

Minwax Water-Based Pre-Stain Conditioner

Minwax Wood Finish

Minwax Clear Protective Finishes

Minwax Clear Protective Finishes
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